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ideal of continuity is distinguishable from all scientific constructions of 
and in it. It grows forever ; and must ever have a new fact as a problem 
for the scientist. Percy Hughes. 

Columbia University. 

Herbert Spencer. H. Hoffding. Tilshueren, January, 1904, pp. 1-8. 

Mr. Spencer, says Professor Hoffding, exhibits the empiricism and 
realism common to the English school of thinkers, though he has sought 
to widen the horizon, and in so doing has introduced an essential change. 
The doctrine enunciated in the 'Principles of Psychology,' that the 
capacities and characteristics of the entire human race as exhibited in the 
life of the individuals constituting it, must be explained, not from the 
conditions surrounding the individual alone, but must and can be ex- 
plained out of the external conditions under which the development of 
the race has taken place, will insure Mr. Spencer a permanent place in 
the history of thought. The three volumes of his ' Essays ' probably 
constitute a more permanently valuable contribution than the series of 
systematic works, which latter are often mere schematic outlines, projected 
beforehand, and filled in afterwards. His critics are probably right in 
designating the reconciliation of religion and science in the First Prin- 
ciples as illusory and inconsistent. The most important objections which 
can be urged against him are of an epistemological character. His zeal 
to compile, systematize and deduce often drives him into an uncritical 
attitude. His main interest lies in presenting the idea of evolution in 
its strongest light, and this causes him to treat inadequately many 
problems, especially the problem of the validity of knowledge and its final 
presupposition, and the problem of the relation between the psychical and 
the physical. But the main results of Spencer's analysis of the develop- 
ment idea will undoubtedly be of permanent significance. An exhaustive 
consideration of the causal concept will in time demonstrate that a 
similar inquiry must be directed to the related concept of development. 
Spencer has pointed out the close connection between these two ideas, 
and his investigation of the concept of development will always remain 
an important contribution to the doctrine of the categories. 

David F. Swenson. 

University of Minnesota. 

TJeber die stereoshopische Wirkung der sogenannten Tapetenbilder. 

Bernhard Fuchs. Zeitschrift fur Psychologie und Physiologie der 

Sinnesorgane, XXXTL, 2, pp. 81-86. 

This article presents three figures which can be used for the purpose of 
securing binocular fusion when the eyes are converged either in front of 
the page or behind it. Nothing essentially new appears in the discussion. 
The author emphasizes the well-known fact that if there is the slightest 
lack of uniformity in the repeated patterns, the different parts of the 
figure will seem to lie at different levels, whereas, the more uniform the 
drawings, the more nearly the figures will seem to lie at the same level. 

Charles H. Judd. 

Yale University. 



